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Most of the time men wear the pants, women can wear the pants too but they never fully put the pants on.  Women can wear the pants but they still need to feminine about wearing the pants (Personal Communication June 6, 2007 Jane Smith).  The preteen age is hard for most young men and female, they feel that they need to be someone who they may not actually be.  Preteens have the need of wanting to be accepted, wanting to belong, and wanting to be noticed (betterhealth).    The American culture has set standards of how preteen boys and girls should define themselves likewise the preteens have defined how culture should define them.  The culture has made preteens feel that they need to depend on each other more than depending on adults.  

One day, I was riding the subway in Boston when I noticed two young girls about twelve or thirteen years of age.  The girls seemed to be close friends.  At the next stop a boy walked on to the train.  The boy was tall and looked to be close to the age of the girls.  As the boy entered the train, I noticed that the girls were watching his every move without missing a single movement.  One of the girls who seemed to be more talkative looked over and began talking with the other girl.  They both looked at each other whispering to one another then smiled while they chuckled.  I overheard one of the girls say, “Should I go talk to him? He’s really cute.”  She seemed to be more outgoing with a lot of personality.  She walked over towards the boy and began to talk to him.  I was surprised to see the girl have the will-power and integrity to go over and talk to some random boy that see has never seen before.  However, this was not the surprising thing.  After, the girl began talking to the boy; she called over her other friend to join.  I pondered why she did that?  

I now believe that it was because the girl had her friend with her she was able to approach the boy.  With having her friend with her she was able to be more confident with the conversation with the boy.  At preteen ages, which tend to be eight to fourteen for girls and ten to thirteen for boys, the preteens are beginning to find out who they are and don’t always look to their parents for help(4troubledteens).  I know that girls tend become more mature physically and mentally a few years before boys hit their puberty.  I was a good foot taller than all the boys in my class in sixth grade, now at seventeen I find myself looking up to boys like they’re very tall skyscrapers.  I think that preteens depend more on their friends more than their parents who have guided them through their lives so far.  Preteens are no longer completely dependent upon their parents, nor are they quite ready for the more independent world of being a teenager (msnbc).  Preteens find that they have more responsibility and at times they are unable to handle the new experiences and pressures that they have (msnbc).  

One evening I decided to sit at the local mall (mostly around the movie theatre) and watch how preteen boys and girls acted.  As I sat watching, I noticed that all the preteens that were there were split into mostly girl groups and boy groups.  I watched one group of girls in particular.  As this group of girls assembled together, I noticed that every girl gave each other a hug when they arrived.  There were five in total when they began to walk around.  I observed how they walked around the mall holding hands and giggling with each other.  One girl noticed a group of boys who I’m assuming knew each other.  The girl walked over to the group of boys, which there were three boys.  The girl called the rest of her friends over to join-in in the conversation.  Mainly that one girl who went over originally was talking with the group of boys.  The rest of the girls just stood around as they talked laughing occasionally, I’m assuming as if a joke was told or someone said something funny.        

Since preteens are beginning to break free from the protection their parents have had over them for their lives so far, they begin to look for new guidance from their friends.  With looking to their friends for direction, they sometimes get the wrong information and are pressured.  Peer pressure is when a person your age tries to persuade another person to do something (reach out).  Sometimes peer pressure can be a good thing and at other times it can be a bad thing.  At a preteen age, children are sometimes introduced and exposed to alcohol, drugs, and sex (reachout).  At times, even the closest friends might try to convince their friend that something is good when it really isn’t.  Parents see peer-pressure as a red flag to step in and guide their child “the right way.”  But, at preteen age, the children begin to rebel against their parents (betterhealth).    

When children are younger they learn roles of what their gender identity should be.  Boys, at a younger age, believe that girls should be wearing dresses and pretend being the “mommy” while playing house.  While girls, have preconceived notions that boys are supposed to display masculine behaviors and be the “daddy” while playing house (leaderu).  As boys and girls enter the preteen stage they begin to believe that it is not acceptable to be better than the boys.  Jane Smith, a Middle School Nurse at Greenfield Middle School has said, “Intelligent women can sometimes be seen as a threat towards manhood.  A mad doesn’t want to be seen to be less than women (Personal Communication June 6, 2007 Jane Smith).”  She goes on to mention that at times some girls come into her office with a bruise from playing sports and say that boys don’t like choosing to play with her because she is good.  Are they threatened by her ability to be good at sports? Does this go against the ideal of gender identity?  

“Tomboy” is a phrase that is used in multiple meanings.  One definition of tomboy that is more correct but less commonly known, is a girl who behaves like a boy.  I believe that most people use the phrase tomboy to emphasis that a girl is a good athlete.  So, a female can’t be a good athlete without being called a tomboy.  Even the word history of tomboy is discriminating towards women.  “The word has been recorded to be used in the English language since 1553, primarily to describe a ‘rude, boisterous boy,’ from Tom (a common boys' name as in 'Tommy', meaning soldier) + boy; the meaning "bold or immodest woman" is attested from 1579; the present use is first recorded in 1592 (answers).”

Jane Smith describes her ideas of how preteen boys (ages 11-13) perceive the way culture defines their gender identity.  Preteen boys are insecure with themselves and are not sure how they should act, like acting out in class aka trouble-makers.  They are also afraid to show their emotions because they are afraid that they might be called gay or girl.  They long to be accepted and want to fit in but since they want to be with a certain group sometimes they are unable to express themselves the way they wish they could.  They feel that need to compare themselves to other boys and always be good or the best at something.  They question the uncertainty like who’s right/wrong and who the authority is.  Overall, boys feel that they need to be masculine in order to be popular and liked (Personal Communication June 6, 2007 Jane Smith).

She goes on to explain her thoughts on how preteen girls (ages 11-13) perceive the way culture defines their gender identity.  She believes that girls often have the same actions and behaviors as the boys but they are still differences since females mature physically and mentally earlier than boys.  Girls tend to have fights, sometimes called “catfights”, which at times might be for the approval of a boy.  Girls also are more vocalized with their feelings and can be very emotional, whereas boys don’t like to show their emotions.  Although, I believe girls try to hide their emotions at time I believe that it is a lot easier for girls to show emotions than boys.  She also believes that girls are better at thinking before they speak and are insecure so they begin to compare themselves to others.  When they compare themselves to others, it is to feel better about themselves because looking at someone else’s flaws can give a person some extra confidence.  Girls hormones kick in faster than boys so in some cases girls go after the older boys because the hormone levels are more equivalent and the boys that are closer in age are just too immature for the girls.  Also, since they mature faster they can every now and then be more responsible than the boys. Finally, girls on occasion grow-up too fast with how they dress and act (Personal Communication June 6, 2007 Jane Smith).

    Overall, gender identity comes from the friendships that are born between girls and boys alike.  Preteen boys and girls learn about themselves threw their friends.  Unfortunately, gender identities can be changed with the addition of peer pressure and the more absences of parental advice.   Some preteens learn their gender identity when they are young like while they are playing house and others have to learn it by being called a name like “tomboy.”  Either way out culture as made many stereotypes of how a female and male should act and what roles in society they should take.    

The most challenging aspect of this paper was putting my ideas together and writing the paper itself.  It wasn't too challenging to gathering background information, making observations, or getting an interview.  Although, with the interview I tired to get someone other than my mother but I failed.  I e-mailed a person at UMASS but unfortunately the person never got back to me.  So, I just interviewed my mother has a last resort.  But, with the paper I wasn't sure how to write it.  It took me a while to start it.  I ended up starting it with a quote from my mother.  Deciding what information to put in and when to put it in was also challenging. I know I was supposed to use background information, interview notes, and observations to support my thesis.  It was also hard write a thesis.  I had a general idea but it was hard to put my idea into words.  I am still not sure if I even put those words into the right way for my thesis.  

I felt a little awkward when I was doing my observations.  I sort of felt like I was staring at people while they were with their friends.  Also, I felt a little weird because I was in public places all by myself writing things down in a notebook.  No one seemed to care because it probably looked like I was doing homework while I was at the mall.  But, at the other places where I did my observations it was a little more awkward.  While I was on the subway in Boston I felt a little more weird.  I had three different places where I did my observations.  Two of my observations I put into my paper but the other one I decided to leave out.  I felt my observation at six flags was almost pointless and would be useless in my paper.  The other two places (Cinemark and the Subway in Boston) had at least a little insight.  I found it pretty interesting how preteen boys and girls acted.   The observations were pretty helpful thought.

The interview was a little ill-planned.  Since, I had to interview my mother as a last resort because the other person never e-mailed me back.  I didn't have the time to plan my interview thoroughly.  My mother did have quite a bit of insightful thoughts.  She is a middle school nurse at Greenfield Middle School so she works with girls and boys grades six through eight.  These grades are a prime age of development.  I remember when I was in middle school, I learned a lot about how I am and who my friends are.  Also, I learned that i wanted to be more apart from my parents and more with my friends.  Since, my mother is a nurse, she gets to learn about the type of children's problems they have.  

The background information gave me a good over view and doctor perspective of how preteens act.  The information made sense too because when I was a preteen I remember being insecure and a lot of the other things listed in my paper.  Most of my background information did come from Internet sources but I believe that each of my sources were reliable.  The only other source I had was our Anthropology textbook and although it didn't appear in my paper, it did help with narrowing and understanding a little better  my gender identity idea.

If I were to spend more time studying this topic, I'd probably try to do more observations and interviews with people who have actually studied about preteen behaviors with gender identity.  I'd try to do some observations in a school setting or somewhere where the children don't feel that there was an authority around them (like parents or teachers because there is always authority).  With the interview, I'd really try to get in touch with the person from UMASS or any of the other person who studies preteen behaviors from the five colleges.  Overall, I don't think the ethnography went too bad, I did try my hardest.  
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